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About This Book 

This is a collection of essays in honour of Professor Jyoti K. Parikh. Chap-
ters in this book are written by her students and colleagues, prominent 
academics and practitioners who have had a professional connection with 
Professor Parikh during her long and distinguished career. The overar-
ching themes running throughout the book are energy access and policy, 
climate change and sustainable development. All the essays are shaped by 
the role that Professor Parikh has played over the last 60 years in the 
academic and policy arena nationally and internationally.
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A Many Faceted History---Story 

of Professor Jyoti Parikh’s life  

Kirit Parikh 

Dr. Jyoti Parikh, a multi-faceted personality, completed 80 years on March 
20, 2021. 

Professor Jyoti K. Parikh is the Executive Director of Integrated 
Research and Action for Development (IRADe), New Delhi. She was 
a Member of the Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change— 
India and is a recipient of Nobel Peace Prize awarded to IPCC 
authors in 2007. She was a Senior Professor at the Indira Gandhi Insti-
tute of Development Research (IGIDR), Mumbai. She also worked at 
the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Austria
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and served as a senior energy consultant at the Planning Commission, 
New Delhi (1978–1980). She was a Visiting Professor at the Institute of 
Advanced Studies (IAS) of UNU, Tokyo 1995–1996. She was the Acting 
Director of IGIDR from 1997 to 1998. 

She founded IRADe as a non-profit non-governmental think tank in 
2002 and as has nurtured it over the last 20 years. IRADe is regarded as a 
premier think tank in the country today with several high-profile projects 
and has 45 staff members and has a building of its own. 

The wide diversity of her interests and talents was visible early.

. She stood first among 45,000 students in the SSCE examination of 
the Gujarat State and won 6 different prizes.

. Sangeet Visharad in Hindustani classical vocal music from the 
Gandharva Mahavidyalaya,

. Kovid in Hindi from the Rastrabhasha Prachaar Samiti,

. Bhushan in Sanskrit from Gujarat Sanskrit Parishad standing first in 
the state and

. She also learnt Bharat Natyam. 

After getting her M.A. in physics from Berkeley, she followed her 
supervisor and obtained her Ph.D. in theoretical Nuclear Physics from the 
University of Maryland. She worked as a physicist for a number of years at 
TIFR and BARC and published several papers in prestigious international 
journals such as Physical Review and Physics letters. In 1976 she moved to 
IIASA and started her career in energy-related research. Over the last 45 
years, she has covered practically every facet of energy and has published 
over 200 research publications and 25 books. Among these are energy 
economics, climate change and modelling, energy technology assess-
ment, rural energy, power sector, environment economics, natural 
resource management, gender in energy and climate change policy. 
She was one of the first to emphasise the importance of energy access 
through a large integrated survey of 80,000 persons that quantified the 
health costs of indoor air pollution. 

The significance of her achievements is reflected in the many honours 
she has received.
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Honours, Awards and Recognition

. Boutros Ghali Award for 1995 instituted by the Japan Foundation 
for United Nations given at the United Nations University (UNU).

. Recipient of Zayed Prize convening lead author of Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment Report 2006.

. Special energy award by IBPL Urja Research Foundation on the 
occasion of 50 years of independence of India (1998).

. Golden Jubilee for India’s independence award for energy effi-
ciency—1997.

. Second prize IFORS in “Operations Research for development” 
(1996).

. Bhasin Award for Energy and Environment—1995.

. Gold Medal from the Systems Society of India for energy and 
environment—1988.

. Fellow, National Academy of Sciences.

. Member of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP)— 
a small group of experts to advise World Bank, UNDP and UNEP 
to develop technical programmes for Global Environment Facility 
(GEF), 1996–1999.

. Member of Global Agenda Council for decarbonising energy 
system, World Economic Forum.

. Member Research Advisory Committee of the Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies (IGES) Japan, 2002–2005, Tyndall 
Center for Climate Change, University of East Angela, UK, 2001– 
2004, Governing Board North–South Institute Ottawa, Canada.

. Convening Lead Author for the chapter on “Carbon Regulation for 
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment”—2002–2005.

. Technical Advisory Committee (TAG) for Energy Trust Funds 
Programmes of the World Bank, 2002–2004.

. International Steering Committee of ENERGIA, Network  on  
Gender and Environment, Nederland, 2002–2004.

. Member of the Advisory Panel on Biodiversity for Executive 
Director, UNEP. 

Many International Recognitions

. Review panels of World Bank of its ESMAP, ASTAE and AFREN 
programmes.
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. Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) of global environ-
ment facility (GEF).

. Member of the Review committee of National Environmental 
Research Council (NERC) of the UK.

. Research advisory committee of IGES, Japan.

. Board Member Tyndall Centre, UK and North–South Institute, 
Canada.

. Convening lead author for the Second Assessment of IPCC with 
Kenneth Arrow (1993–1995).

. Editorial boards of multiple energy journals. 

Many National Recognitions

. Member of Prime Minister’s Council on Climate Change.

. Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences.

. Member of many government committees.

. Board of Directors of National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA).

. Research advisory panel of NEERI. 

Created Capacity for Multi-disciplinary 

Research and Analysis Integrating Energy, 

Environment and Economics Through

. Setting up and leading IGIDR’s energy and environment group.

. Guiding 14 Ph.D. students.

. As Chairperson of EERC (Environmental Economics Research 
Committee) of EMCaB Project of the World Bank, 1997–2003 
distributing US$ 1.5 million for 56 projects across India in Univer-
sities, NGO and Research Institutes and ensuring quality output.
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