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When we look up at the sky, we
may perceive the universe
turned from un-manifest to

manifest, abstract to concrete, tangible
in the bubble of space and time. With
this backdrop, we are aware of Mother
Earth’s exquisite rarity and value. We
may also perceive how our own DNA
links us to one another and to all life on
the planet. 

The interdependence of human,
plant and animal existence is not 
beyond logic but it is hard to grasp. If we
can keep an open mind and submit to the
idea that we all are connected to each
other in this invisible web of energy, we
become aware that we are all part of One
Mind, the Universal Consciousness in
this sea of energy where everything is
vibrating at different speeds. 

What then is life vibration? How do

we communicate in this sea of energy?
We can communicate through our
feelings and emotions. They are used to
describe the conscious awareness of the
vibration we are in. So, if we think of
something and add feeling and emotion
to it, we are sending out powerful 
vibrations around. Swami 
Vivekananda said, every
stone dropped in the lake is
followed by a reaction. The
stone is covered by a wave
which strikes back to the
point of its drop after
touching the periphery. 

All of us are energy and
everything around us is energy. We are
connected with everything. We are part
of a universal consciousness, a particle
of the Source itself. Everything we do,
think and feel, will be vibrated into this
field of energy and hence, it affects
everyone either directly or indirectly.

emotions and desires. But, the life force
has its own unique vibration and it is
alive with the whole universe, cycling
to create an incredible symphony of
vibrations of thought, feeling and
completeness of expression that 
resonates with the frequency of the
Creator’s consciousness. So the whole is
of One Mind that is both infinite and
finite, asleep and awake, aware and
unaware, unconscious and conscious. 

Learning to calm down and be still
and steady like a rock in the turbulent
ocean of emotions is literally a 
requirement for soul awareness. Will
then the awakening open the heart
centre? Will then emotions blossom to
cosmic love and will then the emanci-
pation of soul begin to embark on its
everlasting journey to divine reunion?
The limitless energy that connects
everything in an ecstatic stream of
purity forever is part of every one of us. 

Behind this paradigm of energy and
togetherness, which we cannot perceive
through our five senses, the physical
body walks in the world of matter but a
subtler aspect woven within and through-
outphysical body moves and interacts
on a level of pure energy. This is the

energy that is invisible and universal
and which is the ultimate 

mystery of nature of which we
are all part of. This subtle
force called prana is the
moving force and it persists
in all plant and animal life.
The same prana moves a still
engine or a computer chip –

and everything. It is everywhere, and it
can neither be created nor destroyed. 

Therefore, everything in the universe
is made up of the same stuff but it is
present in different forms and shapes
through which invisible vibrations flow.
These invisible vibrations impact our
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Discover Truth

What prevents the discovery of truth?
The discovery of truth is prevented

more effectively, not by the false
appearance things present and 

which mislead into error, not directly
by weakness of the reasoning 
powers, but by preconceived 

opinion, by prejudice. 

Arthur Schopenhauer

Pre-monsoon rainfall from March to April has shown a 27% 
deficiency. Separately, data put out by government shows that
water levels in India’s major reservoirs and river basins have

fallen to 21% of its average of the last decade. These signs of water
stress are not one-off. They represent growing evidence that one of
the biggest long-term challenges we face as a society is to reverse 
the steadily declining availability of water. India is in the midst of a
water crisis. Close to half the country, about 600 million people, 
faces high to extreme water stress.

The ongoing election campaign explains why the situation in 
India has worsened over the years. According to Niti Aayog, 75% of
households don’t have drinking water on their premises. It’s not just
access which is a problem. The quality of water is abysmal. Yet, this
critical issue seldom features in any election speech and is never a
key campaign issue. Alongside, governments have for decades 

designed policies which worsen the
situation. This needs to change. For
inspiration, India need look no 
farther than Israel which has literally
made a desert bloom. It even exports
surplus water to Jordan.

Agriculture consumes most of
India’s water resources. However, water
isn’t placed at the heart of policy. Be it
through minimum support price or
electricity policy, rational use of water
is discouraged. Farmers, like other 

economic agents, respond to price signals. If water is underpriced, 
irrational use and depletion will follow. Government assistance to 
farmers is progressively moving towards cash support. This should
make it politically viable to redesign agricultural and power policies
which recognise the perilous state of India’s groundwater resources.

A key facet of water policy must be induction of technology to
promote reuse. Recycling does take place in India but it’s nowhere
close to the level needed. Elsewhere recycling has moved to another
level; Singapore recycles water for drinking. It’s unlikely annual
precipitation is going to increase in the foreseeable future. But it’s
possible to increase the per capita availability of water and enhance
quality by using technology. Examples from around the world 
abound. What India needs today is for water to move to the heart 
of political discourse. This will put pressure on political parties to
redesign policies to better use available water.

Break The Silence
Water is one of India’s most pressing issues. You
wouldn’t know that from its election discourse

Conducting a spring cleaning of the storeroom which starts
off with great resolve and ends up as a rearrangement of
things you do not need, i came across a dusty brown leather 
covered transistor radio. It had no batteries so i got a fresh set
and it came on after some fifty years of silence.

We used to carry it around like you do your mobile phone
now, with reverence and a sense of being connected to the outside world. Fights
over who should choose a channel were as common as arguments over the
remote device today.

And it evoked such wonderful memories. Of Melville de Mello and how he made a
nation cry with his ‘The Empty chair’ series after the 1965 war dedicated to those men
who never came home. Remember the honeyed voice of Ameen Sayani and his Bina-
ca Geetmala, which was the prime musical slot from the day it was launched in 1952.
There was Vividh Bharati and Radio Ceylon with Vernon Corea, where did it go?

The news … read by Lotika Ratnam, a name you could roll around your tongue
like good cognac, the hardcore headlines from Devkinandan Pandey and
Chakrapani … what lofty names. No 24 hour loops of dense drivel, just 8am and
9pm and you were well informed, your synapses not stunned into submission.

Women like Komal GB Singh and Usha Albuquerque were integral to those
years and, in many ways, their voices were a glue for the nation that cut
across state borders and knocked down language barriers. They could
walk down the street and no one would recognise them, their names so 
famous that often seeing them in real life kind of spoiled the mystique.

Cricket commentators were a tribe held in great esteem. Pearson Surita, 
the Maharajkumar of Vizianagram fondly called Vizzy, his nemesis Lala
Amarnath who called a fool a fool, Berry Sarbadhikari and Devraj Puri 
conjuring up for us word pictures of a Test match. They never screamed when a
boundary was scored or had an apoplectic fit when someone was out nor did
they fling superlatives at their listeners. If you wanted to swear by Hindi there
was the much loved Jasdev Singh.

We would often mix up the lesser known Hamid Sayani with his illustrious
brother and they sounded pretty much similar. Hundreds of others i cannot 
recall, their voices still haunting us from the past.

Voices from the past

Bikram Vohra

Who gave us cricket commentary and
news and songs on the transistor radio

Once upon a time, 
there were two demon
brothers – Atapi and 
Vatapi. They were fond
of devouring Brahmins.
Vatapi knew the art of

transforming himself into non-human
forms as also the art of resurrecting
from the dead. After ensnaring an 
unsuspecting Brahmin, Vatapi would
transform himself into a goat which
Atapi would slaughter and feed to the 
guest. Then he would call his brother, 
“O Vatapi, please come.” And Vatapi, 
tearing apart the victim’s body, would
emerge. Then they would eat the victim.

They tried the trick on Agastya 
Rishi, but he was insightful enough to
see the trap. After he finished his meal,
Atapi as usual beckoned him. But that
didn’t happen. Agastya, rubbing his 
belly, said, “Vatapi has been digested.”
Then he also killed Atapi with his 
superhuman powers.

The myth ignores the impact of
digesting a cannibal, of internalising
evil. Vatapi was slain but was his killing
without consequences?

There is another myth: the Left is 
dead. It also ignores an important fact:
while technically communism is dead, and
pinkish intellectuals are mercilessly
trolled by the Right, its ideas and ideals
are very much alive and kicking. In fact,
they have been digested and assimilated.
The Left is dead, long live the Left.

Communists as a political force may
be on the verge of extinction, but some
kind of evil Eucharist has ensured that
their ideas run through the veins of the
body-economic. They have dangerously
infected its every vital organ, every
limb, muscles and sinews, the marrow of
bones – everything. 

All political parties have unquestio-
ningly and unthinkingly – indeed 
almost reflexively – adopted communist
precepts and principles; whether it’s the
centrist Congress or the supposedly
rightwing Bharatiya Janata Party, the
most important doctrines of communists
and socialists have been accepted. We
are all Leftists now.

Familiarity with O’Sullivan’s First
Law, named after British conservative

commentator and journalist John
O’Sullivan, would help us understand
how the grand old party fell prey to 
Leftist ideas. It says: “All organisations
that are not actually rightwing will over
time become leftwing.” 

Congress has followed O’Sullivan’s
Law. It has been said about the GOP that
it is a big tent; at any rate, it once was, 
accommodating various ideologies, 
interest groups, etc. After Independence,
however, its eclecticism made way 
for socialism, which debilitated the 
economy, undermined foreign policy
and corrupted politics.

It’s not just the absence of political
philosophy that makes political parties
vulnerable to the meretricious charms
of Leftist doctrines; even BJP, with its
pronounced Hindutva, has not been 
immune to such charms. Consider the
class war doctrine. “The history of all
hitherto existing society,” wrote Karl
Marx and Friedrich Engels in the 
Communist Manifesto, “is the history
of class struggles.” The entire edifice 
of Marxian historiography and 
philosophy stands on such erroneous

and misleading notions. For, while 
conflict is an important factor, there 
are also other factors that have played
equally important roles.

Conservatives don’t usually subscribe
to conflict theories, so it is not surprising
that BJP’s chief ideologue, Deendayal
Upadhyaya, disapproved of socialism.
He said, “Here [In India] too, there were
castes, but we had never accepted 
conflict between one caste and another
as a fundamental concept behind it.” 

Well, that is theory. In practice, the
saffron party seems to have tacitly 

accepted the class struggle doctrine. Its
politicians, policy makers, and techno-
crats continue to regard prosperity as a
zero sum game: if somebody gets wealthy,
it has to be at the expense of others. 

They regard the rich and poor, 
industry and agriculture, big industry
and MSMEs, consumers and businesses,
etc as mutually conflicting groups or 
entities whose interests ought to be 
harmonised. Well, that’s what they say,
but that’s not what they do all the time.
For instance, post-demonetisation 
schadenfreude (pleasure derived from
another person’s misfortune) was 
politically sold in the spirit of class war.
They know it too well that ressentiment
(suppressed envy and hatred) is an 
emotion far stronger than hope. 

The zero sum game is the product 
and function of class struggle, a deeply
flawed theory. The truth is that a rising
tide raises all boats. Our politicians, 
however, don’t know, or even want to
know, this truth. 

In an interaction with industrialists
six years ago, Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi said, “President Kennedy
said a rising tide raises all boats. 
I oversee a women’s self-help group in
my constituency whom I told about
Kennedy’s remark. They said a rising
tide doesn’t raise people who don’t have
a boat. We’ve to help build the boat for
them. It’s not enough to raise the tide,
we’ve to give them the infrastructure to
rise with the tide.”

This is a classic misreading of the 
feedback from the bottom of the pyramid.
In this day and age, the poor are poor 
because of the perpetuation of poverty,
and this is because of the continuation
of socialism despite the 1991 liberalisa-
tion. Instead of deciding to expedite the
removal of the vestiges of socialism, 
Rahul decided to do the opposite. The 
implicit assumption is that more 
socialism is the cure for socialism.

He has been true to his word, as 
evident from the Congress’s proposed
minimum income guarantee scheme
(NYAY). But NYAY, just like BJP govern-
ment’s PM-Kisan, is an eruption 
occasioned by the evil that India’s body-
economic has absorbed over the decades
– the evil of leftwing ideologies.

The writer is Editor, Power Corridors

We Are All Leftists Now
More socialism cannot be a cure for the ills of India’s pervasive socialism

Ravi Shanker Kapoor

While technically communism is
dead, and pinkish intellectuals
are mercilessly trolled by the
Right, its ideas and ideals are
very much alive and kicking. In
fact, they have been digested
and assimilated. The Left is
dead, long live the Left

With the Lok Sabha elections rolling on across the country,
several complaints have been made about malfunctioning
EVM-VVPAT machines. Most vocal have been opposition

parties, 21 of whom have demanded that 50% of machines should 
have their VVPAT slips cross-checked. However, this would be akin
to returning to counting of paper ballots. And while retro can be chic
in fashion, moving back to supposedly move forward is certainly 
not desirable in our electoral process. It is good that the days of paper
ballots are behind us. They were marked by all sorts of malpractices
such as ballot box stuffing and booth capturing. The advent of 
EVM-VVPATs have eliminated those electoral headaches. 

If we need more evidence that EVM-
VVPATs are a step in the right direction, 
look at Indonesia. Recently, that country held
the world’s biggest single-day election com-
bining presidential, national and regional
polls. Voting was estimated to have drawn
around 80% of the total 193 million-strong
electorate. However, 272 election officials 
died from overwork counting the millions of
paper ballots by hand. That said, even if the

Election Commission of India maintains that snags in EVM-VVPATs
are miniscule in terms of percentage, efforts to remove all doubts
about these machines and improve their efficacy should continue.

In fact, we need more technology in our voting process, not less.
True, no technology is 100% foolproof and theoretically any 
machine/system can be hacked. But that doesn’t mean we throw the
baby out with the bathwater. Instead, we should improve our anti-
hacking capabilities to make these systems watertight. We should
aim for a tech-based voting system that will eventually enable 
people to exercise their franchise from their homes. This will boost
voter participation to near 100%. In March, the Baltic state of
Estonia’s parliamentary elections saw almost half the votes cast
through e-voting. That should be the vision for our future. 

Case For EVMs
Polling in the 21st century is in need 

of more technology, not less
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Thousands have lived without love, 
not one without water
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A thought for today

South Asian grid 
connectivity is an idea
whose time has come.
Fortunately, the govern-
ment announced its 
revised policy for power

trade with neighbouring countries 
in December last year. The Central Elec-
tricity Regulatory Commission (CERC)
announced last month the regulations to
implement the policy. This opens the 
door for market based transactions with
neighbours. This is nothing new for 
Europe but a major beginning for the
South Asia region (SAR). 

Currently, more than 3,000 MW is 
being traded in SAR. Bhutan has been
exporting its hydro power to India for 
nearly two decades. Purchase of electri-
city by Bangladesh from India grew from
250 MW in 2013 to 1,200 MW by 2018. This
may double in a few years. Nepal is
increasingly buying power from India
and more transmission lines are being
set up across these four countries now
known as BBIN sub-region: Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India and Nepal. 

Many benefits of this power trade
have accrued so far. For example, 
Bhutan’s GDP per capita increased over
two decades and is now 50% higher than
that of India, after hydro power plants
were installed by India which also 
purchased the power. Large parts of
Nepal became free of load shedding for 
the first time in 2018. Nepal has substantial
potential to export power, provided it

starts developing its hydro power. 
Bangladesh’s economy is rapidly 
developing and it’s planning to buy
more electricity from India.

This progress is because of the long
term and some short term power purchase
agreements entered on government to

government basis with India as well
as corresponding investments in infra-
structure. As trade increases inter-
dependence, our relations with these 
countries have improved considerably.
In all places, electricity brings many 
benefits for human development. 

What’s new about the recent policy
is that there would be market based
transactions which can be done as 
and when supplies are available on 
the power exchange. Today India has
“surplus” electricity, often for want 
of domestic buyers who will pay the 
required price. Electricity cannot be
stored and generators, especially coal
and nuclear, need to run continuously
as far as possible for stability and
efficiency of operations.

India has power exchanges which
sell surplus power on daily and hourly
basis for utilities or traders within 
India in a transparent manner. They are
sophisticated enough to declare prices
every 15 minutes. The new policy can
permit neighbours to bid, benefitting
both sides. It adds a “day ahead” market
to already existing long term trade 
agreements. Therefore, trade is poised to
leap forward. 

In the long term, our solar and wind
power are growing. They are available
only for some time during 24 hours. For
the rest of the hours balancing power
would be required. That can come 
from hydro power from Nepal as it 
progressively taps its enormous hydro
power potential of 80,000 MW, which 
Nepal cannot use for itself. It needs India

and Bangladesh to buy it. Hydro power 
is considered the most flexible power, 
followed by natural gas, coal and nuclear
– in that order. Currently, Bangladesh is
also formulating its own power trade 
policy. Bangladesh is highly appreciative
of India’s recent policy as i observed
during ‘climate Parliament’ meeting in
the UK last month. 

Government policy doesn’t exclude
Pakistan. The lowest hanging fruit for
regional connectivity in South Asia, in
technical terms, is Pakistan-India power
trade because of the small distances 
between two large demand centres, 
namely Amritsar and Lahore. As fierce
India-Pakistan passions subside, it’s time
to think of more lasting peace initiatives
which can be cautious and within 
comfort zones of both countries. Such an
initiative can be electricity trade. 

It doesn’t involve movements of people
or even goods. This flexible route can be
operationally feasible in a few months
and with marginal investments. It can
even be done on a trial basis with no
strings attached to either parties.

We have tried sports diplomacy, culture
diplomacy (films and music), medical 
tourism, transport (air and land) and 
facilitated trade. Each has made a
difference. Each has different advantages
and limitations. Let us give electricity
trade a chance. Send electrons for peace
not neutron bombs. Peace dividends of
power diplomacy are substantial. 

The writer is Executive Director of
Integrated Research and Action for 
Development (IRADe)

Electricity for peace and development: South Asian
grid connectivity is an idea whose time has come

Jyoti Parikh

As fierce India-Pakistan
passions subside, it’s time to
think of more lasting peace
initiatives which can be
cautious and within comfort
zones of both countries. Such an
initiative can be electricity trade 
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