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       International Conference 
 on 

 “Sustainable Energy Transition” 
  Date: 29–30 January 2026  

 Venue: Hotel The Ashok, New Delhi, India  

Background  

The world is accelerating toward cleaner, resilient, and net-zero energy systems under the COP commitments. 

India is leading this transformation with a promise of reaching net zero by 2070. Therefore, the conference will 

address the Renewable Energy EcoSystem, holistically by addressing generation, energy storage, power markets, 

transmission, the Discoms and the consumers - rapid progress in renewable (energy (RE) generation from solar, 

wind, hydropower and nuclear would need to address the challenges with innovative approaches that may include: 

New technologies: Hydrogen, Storage technologies, E-mobilities and new industrial processes 

Effective economic approaches: Markets with various price signals, Carbon Markets, business models and tariff 

innovations for investors and consumers. 

Co-operation and Managerial solutions: Regional Cooperation through Cross Border Trade, technologies. 

This high-level conference, supported by national, regional, and global partners will bring in policymakers, 

regulators, financiers, industry leaders, experts, and representatives from Asia, Africa, and other developed 

countries that will shape actionable strategies for sustainable energy future.  

Key issues - 

✓ Innovative Finance for Energy Transition  

✓ Strengthening the Renewable Ecosystem  

✓ Global Experience on Renewable Integration 

✓ Optimizing Generation through Assets Flexibilization  

✓ Market Design for facilitating Energy Transition  

✓ Decarbonising Demand Sectors  

✓ Regional Cooperation-Cross Border Trade and Regional Market 

Expected Outcomes: 

➢ An understanding of strategic options for Net Zero energy transition pathways critical for renewable energy 

(RE) expansion, along with changes in fossil fuels sector and other economic sector viz; transport, industry, 

buildings, etc. 

➢ Renewable ecosystem consists of generation, storage, markets and prices, transmission, demand side 

management and people’s participation. 

➢ Holistic perspective and implementable policy and technology options accounting for all stakeholders’ 

concerns will be provided by the diverse participants with different thematic and regional background. 

➢ The experience of different countries (Asia, Africa, China, OECD) will give a global and comprehensive 

perspectives and new ideas and open up opportunities for cooperation and collaborative activities.  

➢ Provide guidance on global energy transition and R&D strategies. 

The conference will deliver a clear, coordinated roadmap to accelerate clean, reliable, affordable and net-zero 

energy systems for India and the wider South Asian region. 

  

  



 

 

Day 1 – Thursday, 29 January 2026 

09:00 – 09:30 | Registration  

09:30 – 11:00 | Inaugural Session 

The inaugural session will aim to highlight India’s global leadership in advancing clean energy, supported by MNRE, MOP, 

NITI Aayog, CEA, MEA and focus on challenges ahead together with major international partners. The policy landscape in 

a collaborative framework can address further challenges such as renewable expansion, storage, industrial decarbonisation, 

and global energy cooperation. This session aims to establish the strategic direction for the two-day conference on net-zero 

pathways and international energy partnerships. 

Welcome Address by Dr. Kirit Parikh, Chairman IRADe, & Former Member, Planning commission  

Shri Pankaj Agarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Power  

Dr. Suman Bery, Vice Chairperson, NITI Aayog 

Dr. P. K. Mishra, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister of India) 

Shri Pralhad Venkatesh Joshi, Hon’ble Cabinet Minister, Ministry of New & Renewable Energy, Government of India 

Shri Manohar Lal Khattar, Hon'ble Cabinet Minister of Power, Ministry of Power, Government of India 

Vote of thanks by Dr. Jyoti Parikh, Executive Director, IRADe 

11:00 – 11:30 | Tea & Networking 

11:30 – 13:00    Session I - Innovative Finance for Energy Transition 

This session brings together national and global public–private stakeholders to discuss financing India’s clean energy 

transition, with a focus on accelerating finance by lending agencies for storage and round-the-clock renewables, through a 

variety of modalities. Drawing insights from multilaterals, banks, NBFCs, and developers, it will identify practical pathways 

to unlock large-scale, affordable climate capital. 

Session Chair : Dr. Suman Bery, Vice Chairperson, NITI Aayog 

13:00– 14:00 | Lunch & Networking  

14:00 – 15:30 | Session II - Optimizing  Generation through Assets Flexibilization 

A panel of distinguished panelists will include thermal and nuclear generators, ministries, regulators, and grid operators who 

would redefine the role of coal-based power plants in a high-renewables future. Discussions will focus on flexibility pathways 

and just-transition strategies, highlighting how modernised thermal plants can ensure grid reliability, peaking support, and 

deeper renewable integration at least system cost. 

Session Chair  Shri Gurdeep Singh, Chairman and Managing Director, NTPC 

15:30– 15:45 | Tea  

15:45 -17:15 Session III: Global Experience on Renewable Integration 

Global experts and practitioners will present case studies (China, Africa USA, and Australia) on different approaches. 

Discussions will cover solutions to decentralised generation, large-scale and distributed storage, smart grids, demand-side 

flexibility via tariffs, and load shifting. The session will distil actionable, localisable policy, regulatory, and digital strategies 

to enable a reliable, affordable grid aligned with India’s 500 GW non-fossil and net-zero goals. 

Session Chair  Shri Tarun Kapoor, IAS (Retd), Advisor to Hon'ble Prime Minister, Government of India. 



 

        Day 2 – Friday, 30 January 2026 

09:45 – 11:15| Session IV – Strengthening the Renewable Ecosystem 

The panel will bring together renewable energy developers, state agencies, utilities, DISCOMs, and regulators to 

address key bottlenecks in India’s renewable expansion. Discussions will focus on the generation, storage, 

transmission and market mechanisms of renewable energy system. The session will include dialogues on land and 

right-of-way challenges, bankable PPAs, transmission readiness, and practical solutions to reduce curtailment 

through improved forecasting and grid coordination. 

Session Chair:  Shri Santosh Kumar Sarangi, IAS, Secretary, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy* 

11:15 – 11:30 | Tea  

11:30 – 13:00 | Session V - Market Design for facilitating Energy Transition  

Independent power producers, renewable companies, and power exchanges will discuss the next phase of India’s 

power market design. The session will highlight how flexible, competitive markets can reduce curtailment, boost 

investor confidence, and support clean energy and industrial decarbonisation. 

Session Chair Shri P.K. Pujari, IAS (Retd), Vice Chair, Task Force for India Energy Stack & Utility 

Intelligence Platform, Former Secretary, Ministry of Power, Government of India 

13:00 – 14:00 | Lunch Break 

14:00 – 15:15 | Session VI –Decarbonising Demand Sectors 

This session will cover the transition of the demand sectors to discuss transport electrification through EV 

adoption, smart/V2G charging, battery solutions, and grid integration. It will also focus on decarbonising energy-

intensive industries through green hydrogen, renewables, storage, electrification, and clean energy.  

Session Chair  Shri Alok Kumar, IAS (Retd),  Director General, All India DISCOMS Association 

   Former Secretary, Ministry of Power, Government of India 

15:15 – 15:30| Tea  

15:30 – 16:30| Session VII:  Regional Cooperation  

Moving away from fossil-fuel–based energy systems toward cleaner, low-carbon, and more efficient energy 

systems involves huge systemic, institutional, economic and social costs. This session aims to take a closer look 

at different dimensions of the costs associated with the energy transition along with their implications for policy 

and planning.  

Session Chair  Shri Ghanshyam Prasad, Chairperson, Central Electricity Authority, Government of India 

16:30 – 17:30| Session VIII:– Costs of Transition   

Discussions will focus on market design, harmonised regulations, green transmission corridors, and regional 

investment frameworks to enhance energy security and enable a low-carbon South Asian power system. This 

session will convene South Asian and multilateral partners to explore how stronger cross-border electricity markets 

can accelerate the clean energy transition in the region.  

Session Chair  Shri K.V.Shaji, Chairman, Nabard 

17:30 – 18:00 | Session IX – Valedictory  Remarks and Way forward 

The final session will consolidate key outcomes from the conference and define clear priorities for India’s and 

South Asia’s sustainable energy future. 

• Valedictory Address and Concluding Reflections: World Bank, ADB, IRENA, EU, GIZ and IRADe 

• Release of the Conference “Way Forward Statement” outlining commitments and next steps. 



 

  

About Integrated Research and Action for Development (IRADe) 

Integrated Research and Action for Development (IRADe) is a leading independent policy research, advisory, and 

capacity-building think tank with over two decades of experience supporting governments, regulators, multilateral 

development banks, bilateral agencies, and international partners across India, South Asia, and South-East Asia. 

IRADe works at the interface of research, policy, and implementation, combining rigorous analytical research with 

practical, implementable solutions to enable informed decision-making across complex techno-economic, 

institutional, and socio-environmental challenges. 

IRADe’s core strengths lie in the energy and power sector transformation, where it has built deep expertise in 

renewable energy integration, energy storage, grid flexibility, power markets and regulation, demand-side 

management, digitalisation, and net-zero transition pathways. The institution undertakes policy design, regulatory 

analysis, techno-economic modelling, market assessment, and long-term strategic road-mapping, supporting both 

national and sub-national reforms aligned with energy security, affordability, sustainability, and equity objectives. 

IRADe has extensive experience in climate change modelling and low-carbon pathway assessment, using 

integrated energy–economy models to support emissions reduction planning up to 2050. It has provided analytical 

inputs to the Government of India, assessing sectoral mitigation options, costs, and policy effectiveness. IRADe’s 

work spans climate mitigation and adaptation, including vulnerability assessments and resilience planning, 

supporting India’s positions in international climate negotiations. IRADe designs and delivers high-level policy 

dialogues, international workshops, training programmes, and expert consultations, bringing together 

policymakers, system operators, regulators, financial institutions,  

industry leaders, academia, and international experts.  

Institutionally, IRADe is a DSIR-certified Research & Development Organisation and a Government of India–

recognised Centre of Excellence, providing policy support to key ministries and institutions, including the Ministry 

of Power, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, NITI Aayog, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change, Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Earth Sciences, Department of Science and Technology, 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Technology 

Information, Forecasting and Assessment Council, among others. 

At the international level, IRADe has worked with leading academic, multilateral, and bilateral institutions such 

as ADB, USAID, USEPA, UNDP, DFID, FCDO, GIZ, ENERGIA British High Commission, IIASA, AVPN along 

with collaborations with Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, Petroleum Federation of India, PricewaterhouseCoopers, 

Rockefeller Foundation, Institute for Social and Environmental Transition, MacArthur foundation among others. 

IRADe has been the implementing partner for the South Asia Regional Initiative for Energy Integration (SARI/EI) 

supported by USAID, which promotes regional energy integration and Cross-Border Electricity Trade (CBET) 

among eight South Asian countries. IRADe has played a prominent role in international policy platforms, including 

contributions to the G20–T20 Energy Transition agenda, reflecting its ability to manage complex, multi-

stakeholder and multi-country engagements. 

IRADe bridges research and action, supporting the design and implementation of resilient, inclusive, and future-

ready development pathways in India and in the South Asian region. 
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